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Sclerotherapy Injection Information
(Treatment of spider veins)

No medical technique is perfect, and no two people are alike.  Accordingly, the treatment of spider veins will not create miracles.  It is impossible to cause all spider veins to fade – some improvement of 60-70% is usual, but not always possible, will a full course of treatment.
Some disadvantages of treatment are:

A. Repeated treatments will be necessary and you should not expect 100% removal of all your spider veins, particularly if you have a large number of them.  They will slowly fade away over a period of months.  During the treatment process you will often look worse before you look better.

B. Bruising is common and swelling should be expected, particularly if you have large numbers of vessels treated around the feet and ankles.  If you bruise easily, expect bruising to persist for weeks or longer.

C. Tiny vessles (telangiectatic matting) or bluish areas may appear at the perimeter of the treated areas.  These can be persistent and in some cases, permanent.  They are usually, but not always, less noticeable than vessels that were originally treated.

D. Brown streaks or brown patches may occur where the vessels are treated.  This is an unavoidable side effect of this treatment and has to do with the fact that your vessels are fragile.  This pigment, usually but not always, goes away.
E. Rarely, sores or ulcers occur.  These can be extensive and can lead to scarring which is usually chicken pox-like in nature.

F. Superficial thrombophlebitis (irritation or infection of the treated vessels) may occur.  This rare complication of treatment is managed with antibiotics and sometimes requires bed-rest.  It usually resolves without side effects but can be associated with some of the problems discussed above.

G. You must inform your doctor if you have an active thrombophlebitis (blood clots in the legs), active infection, poor circulation, confinement to bed, pulmonary emboli (clots in the lungs), extreme swelling of the feet and legs, or take blood thinners.  If you have any of these problems you should not be treated.

H. On rare occasions, severe allergic reactions may occur after employing Aethoxysclerol (Polidocanol), a non-FDA approved treatment for spider veins.
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